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May 30, 2007

Dear Parent/Guardian:

Your teenager has been asked to participate in this summer’s Young Musician’s Club. I am writing to provide you with a detailed description of the program and to request your permission for your teenager to participate. 

The Young Musician’s Club is intended to provide teenagers an opportunity to play contemporary music with their peers in a supervised environment. All rehearsals and activities will take place at The Launching Pad, a new All Ages Venue in the BSU Village (directions below). The program begins with a mandatory orientation meeting on Wednesday, June 6th and will finish with a public concert performance at the end of August. Each band will rehearse one evening per week from 6pm to 9pm on Monday, Tuesday, or Wednesday (or possible Wednesday noon-3pm or 3-6pm).

On Wednesday, June 6th, your teen will need to bring a signed Consent and Waiver form along with a completed general information form. Your teen will also need to bring their own instrument the first night. A drum set, amplifiers, and microphones will be available to use. The first night of the program will include an introduction to the program, an introduction of the volunteers, an introduction of the participants, and an evaluation of each participant’s playing experience and musical interests. Each individual will be asked to perform a two minute audition to help us estimate their skill level. At the end of the first night, we will assign the students into one of the bands based upon skill level and musical interests. We will then set up regular rehearsal times for the rest of the summer. 

The following week all participants will meet with their fellow band mates to determine an initial list of songs to learn and to begin making preparations for weekly rehearsals. Weekly attendance will be critical as one person’s absence will limit the entire group’s ability to rehearse for the final performance. If you know your teen will have a conflict with any of the dates, please let us know me soon as possible so that I can try to make arrangements. We would also ask that you not prevent attendance as a punishment for behavior during the week as this will negatively impact the entire group. Your child will be responsible for their own transportation and we will need them to arrive and leave on time whenever possible. If there is a transportation problem, or your teen can not attend, please call me at 215-9653. Each teen will need to sign in and sign out when they leave the building. If your teen intends to ride with another group member, please let me know ahead of time so that I know your teen has your approval to leave with someone else.

After the initial week of the program, your teen will meet with the rest of their band one day/night per week for three hours. Additional rehearsal opportunities may be available other nights of the week as well. Each rehearsal night will be attended by approximately ten students (two bands) and between two and five adult volunteers. We are hoping to have several musicians from the community volunteer to give advice and to provide free private lessons. Microphones and a P.A. system will be provided, but participants will need to provide their own musical instruments. The cost for this summer’s program is a total of $20. Each participant will receive a free t-shirt, a DVD of the final performance, and an audio recording from the final concert. Checks can be made out to Young Musician’s Club or YMC.

The program will give your teen an opportunity to meet and learn to cooperate with students from other schools. We hope the program will also help them increase their creativity, social skills, and confidence. We are planning to let the participants handle band decisions, interpersonal conflicts, and any rules violations in a democratic manner. We want the participants to feel that this is their program and we hope that they will behave in a manner that demonstrates pride and commitment in the program they have helped to create. Your teen will may also have opportunities to learn several additional skills such as graphic design (for t-shirts, stickers, etc), web design, promotion, contract writing, and business management. Two interns from BSU will be present to help the bands create a web page, design a logo, and possibly shoot a music video. Bands may also be given chances to play at the All Ages venue later during the summer. 

We are very excited about this program and greatly appreciate your willingness to let your teen participate. Please let me know if you have any questions or if you have any concerns along the way. We are also asking your permission to be able to publish photographs of your teen to help promote the program in the future. The Muncie Star Press will also likely be running a detailed story about the program and may ask to take photographs. Thank you again for your support. 

_______________




Alan Maugherman








215-9653 (cell) 

ymcmuncie@yahoo.com
The Launching Pad is located just behind University Square in the BSU Village (1609 W. University Ave). There is a very large parking lot just south of University Square off of North Street. Turn into the parking lot and The Launching Pad is on the left side. It still has an old sign that says “Willowbrook Interiors”. There will be a large, open garage door near the entrance. 











